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The Speaker this week was Henry Robinson, and he had a special guest join in, 
Helen Robinson – hopefully, a prospective new member. There were 22 

members in total on the ZOOM call, the largest we have held on the 
“RotaryNet” since the cocooning started.  
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A message from President Sembs 

 

Fellow Rotarians, Monday is our handover meeting and this is the last time that I will 
be addressing you all as the President of the Rotary Club of Enniskillen, it is hard to 
believe that a year has passed.  
 
We each lead with different styles and each have different attributes, but we each 
believe in the Ideals of Rotary and therefore served our communities using the 
talents, skills and knowledge of those we led to maximise the impact of our service to 
those in need. 

First, I would like to thank you for nominating me as Enniskillen Rotary President for 
2019-2020. I wasn’t too sure about what I was getting myself into, but I put my best 
and nervous foot forward with the confidence that I had an amazing team behind me 
who would support and encourage my year as President through any challenge that 
came our way. 
 
From installing a new kitchen at the Fermanagh Voluntary Association for the 
Disabled Ltd in Enniskillen to painting a school in Rombo, Kenya and many more 
projects, working beside you all has been a wonderful experience. 
 
I cannot imagine achieving all the goals that we have throughout the year without 
each and every one of you. Your positive thinking, perseverance and teamwork 
which has taken the Enniskillen Rotary Club to a new level.  
 
Our biggest trial came in the last few months and challenged us not only at the 
Rotary Club but also in our everyday lives at home, COVID-19. And this was when 
we proved what the Rotary Club is all about, community, generosity, and 
humanitarianism.  
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COVID-19 proved that nothing could keep the Rotary Club of Enniskillen apart and 
nor will anything stand in our way of completing our Mission: 
 
“Provide service to others, promote integrity, and advance world understanding, 
goodwill, and peace through our fellowship of business, professional, and community 
leaders”. 
 
We have seen diversity and inclusivity bring more people together to be the hands to 
help and to work with us as one of us, but we still have much more to do to ensure 
we are truly representative of the community we are part of, but importantly so much 
has been achieved and we will work to continue our endeavours and support next 
year’s leaders to so that they too will strengthen further our efforts as:  

"Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting 
change — across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves."  

And Together we are Stronger. 

On behalf of the team, I would like to wish President Heather all the best, and I know 
the next year will be a success with you at the wheel steering us into greatness. 
  

 
 

 



 
          Club of Enniskillen 

 

 

 

The Birth of Enniskillen Rotary Club 

By Henry Robinson 
 
On 30 June 1955, 65 years ago, the Rotary Club of Enniskillen was chartered, and it has 
been a driving force in Rotary Circles ever since.  
 
President Sembs, in realising this milestone, had plans for the Club to commemorate the 
event but unfortunately Covid-19 had other ideas and all plans were changed. This 
presentation is a poor substitute for that event. 
 
When I was approached by the Sgt at Arms to assist him with pulling together our archives, I 
accepted the challenge and found it interesting to read through some of the books. It was 
that exercise that gave me the appetite to share those details regarding the formation of 
the Club.  
 
I should pay tribute to David Hamill, Bob Baird, Richard Bennett and others who were 
responsible to keeping the scrap books, photographs etc that enables us to delve back into 
the Club history.  
 
You can see by the cover of this scrap book, the 
book was presented to the Club by the Rotary Club 
of Drogheda to mark the presentation of the 
Charter, so perhaps some of the credit should also 
go to them. 
 
The formation of a club in Enniskillen was not a 
foregone conclusion however and it was quite a 
battle to get it going: it was that, that encouraged 
me to share the steps with you.  
 
The first Rotary Club in the British Isles was formed 
in Dublin in 1911 – This was the first Club outside of 
America, although there was a Club was formed in 
London the same year.  
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The very first Rotary meeting was held in Chicago in 1905 and it has grown to an 
organisation today of 1.2 million members in 32,000 Clubs in over 200 countries. 
 

 
 

In the period of the Great War (1914-18) Rotary was low down in people’s priorities so it is 
understandable there was little growth in the number of Clubs. After Partition in Ireland in 
1921 there was some debate as to whether Rotary should also divide, but in the end, it 
stayed as the one District - 1160.  Rotary appointed Charles White from Belfast to extend 
membership throughout the newly formed province of Northern Ireland but he seemed to 
have had limited success.  
 
By 1923 there was only 2 other Clubs in Ireland. 
 
WWII again delayed the expansion of Rotary in Ireland in the period 1939-45. 
 
By 1948 there only 12 Clubs in Ireland while in Scotland with the same population at the 
time, there were 43 Clubs. In Greater London at that time there were 32 Clubs. 

During the War it appears several Businessmen from Enniskillen made several approaches 
to Dublin with the intention of starting a Club but to no avail. As you will see later, this 
officer from Belfast had his own reasons for not responding to the local requests. 
He was however responsible for starting Clubs in the following towns:  
 
             Londonderry, Portadown, Armagh, Newry, Bangor, Larne, Lurgan and Lisburn    
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It was only by coincidence that Cecil Whaley JP, who had a bakery in Paget Square in the 

town and was known to Frank Kerr, a member of the Belfast Club, had his name was passed 

on to Charles White. As a result of this introduction he finally made an approach. 

 

This resulted in the following letter to Cecil Whaley dated 21 July 1954: 
 
 
“Dear Mr. Whaley, 
                                  Your name has been given to me by Mr. Frank J. Kerr Rotary of the 
Friends Provident & Century Insurance, and a member of the Rotary Club of Belfast.  I am 
responsible for the extension of Rotary in Northern Ireland and have had the pleasure of 
forming Rotary Clubs during the years since 1920 in Londonderry, Portadown, Armagh, 
Newry, Bangor, Larne and other towns.  I have just completed the formation of Rotary Clubs 
in Lurgan and Lisburn.  
 
                                 It is now many years ago since people in Enniskillen suggested they would 
like a Rotary Club there, but it was just rather far from Belfast and during part of the time 
petrol consumption was not allowed, and Railway service was slow, so I am afraid that it has 
been neglected.  Before we can begin to form a Rotary Club, we have to take  what is known 
as a ‘survey’.  This means the filling of a form like the enclosed that has to be done on my 
own personal. 
 
                              I am sorry to trouble you, but rather that I hope that this letter will be the 
beginning of a new and pleasant friendship between businessmen in Enniskillen, Belfast and 
the other thirteen towns in Ireland that already enjoy the fellowship of Rotary. 
 
                                                                     Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                   Charles White 

 
P.S         Owning to classification system where we can only accept one person from any line 
of business, it has been proved inadvisable to mention the formation of a Rotary Club in any 
town until a rather late stage in the formation. 
 
Enclosure:       Rotary in Brief and Survey Form” 
 
 
 



 
          Club of Enniskillen 
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A Provisional Committee was formed comprising of Cecil Whaley and David Devine. They 
had 14 meetings to try and drum up enough sufficient support to form a Rotary Club. 
 
They held the Inaugural meeting of the interim Rotary Club of Enniskillen took the form of 
a dinner which was held in the Townhall on 18 April 1955, with the District Chairman, 
George McCartney in the chair. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Some members of the Interim Club on 

the stairs of the Townhall. 
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These are the key dates in the formation of the Club. 

 
1 April 1955 –  Inaugural Dinner 
30 June 1955 –  Charter Date 
5 October 1955 –  Charter Dinner 
13 October 1955 –  Presentation of Charter 
 

 
The Charter Dinner was held in the Townhall on 5 October 1955 
 

                      
 
The classification system that prevailed in Rotary at the time meant that only one person 
from ‘any line of business’ was permitted in any club. What is to be admired is that so many 
of the founder members were key people in their organisation yet they found time for 
Rotary. So many of those family names are still synonymous with their profession even 
today. 
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Enniskillen was the 15th Club to be formed in Ireland. 
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The following year the Club branched out and had their Dinner in Bundoran  
in what was called a Ladies Night. 
 

  
 
 
In the press report of the event you can see it was a ‘tee-total’ event which didn’t appear 
to dampen the entertainment  
The same year (1955) the District Conference (All Ireland Conference) was also held in 
Bundoran, so it was the in place to dine at the time. 
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George Warren OBE DL. 
1956 : There was much sadness in the Club and 
the community when it lost one of its founder 
members in a boating accident off the coat of 
Donegal. 
 
It was said of him that “he was an honourable 
attorney without a crooked streak in his nature”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Club meetings held in Imperial Hotel until it was bombed in 1972 when they moved to 
the Killyhevlin Hotel. 
 
There seemed to be some great orators in the Club at that time – one being Sam Burnside 
who became a councillor and gave a very humorous talk to the Club on his role as a 
Councillor.  
 
The award of Liquor Licences to various organisations was a contentious issue in Council at 
the time and Sam, being the only Presbyterian on the Council at the time, took a bit of stick 
for his support of them.  
 
Applications had been received and approved for Fermanagh Hunt Club and the Refugee 
Relief Fund.  
 
Then there was a spate of applications from, amongst others:  

• Hunt Ball  

• Rugby Club   

• The Round Table.  
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Issues of the day :   
 
1959/60 was World Refugee Year  
 
International support was requested from Rotary as 
well as many other organisations.  
 
In 1955, 10 years after the end of the Great War there 
were still 70,000 refugees in camps around Europe, so 
help was needed to alleviate the suffering. 
 
A Committee was appointed to respond to the 
challenge and provide funding. 
 
Today there is something like 300,000 migrants from 
Africa who risk their lives attempting to cross the 
Mediterranean to get to Europe each year with little 
global response. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fund Raising (1975) : 

 
An example of how they branched out to raise funds 
was a venture to take people for a trip on Upper 
Lough Erne from Carry Bridge towards Knockinny and 
back again for tea.  
About 20 boats / cruisers were used and £120 was 
raised from the venture.  
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The Club entertained the Drogheda Club and gave them tour of the Town : – a tour of 
Portora Royal School, a beating of the Retreat at the Broadmeadow, finishing off in the Golf 
Club. It was Drogheda that presented the first Scrap Book to the Club so there was obviously 
a close link between the two Clubs at the time. 
 Press cuttings of Club activities then became scarce for a number of years. 
 
 
 
 
The death of the Founder-President Cecil 
Whaley in 1975 was met with great sorrow, 
not only in the club, but also 
in the wider community where he was so 
much involved.  
He was a stalwart in Rotary and as well as 
starting a Club in Enniskillen, he became an 
extension Officer and was responsible for 
starting Clubs in  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      
                                                                                     Sligo, Ballina and Monaghan.  

David Hamill tells of an incident where a 
small boy was drowning in the river along 
the Queen Elizabeth Road. Cecil Whaley who 
was 71 years of age at the time, stopped the 
car and jumped into the river to rescue him.  
He was later recognised for his act of 
bravery. 
 
This is an article in the Rotary magazine. 
You can see that  
by 1975 - of the original 33 Founder 
members, only 7 remained 20 years on. 
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This is a newspaper cutting referring to the Cecil Whaley 
Memorial Trophy for a Golf & Quiz competition with the 
following clubs represented in addition to Enniskillen: 

Sligo,   
Ballina,   
Monaghan,   
Strabane/Lifford,  
Galway and  
Omagh. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As an example of the success of the Club – in 1976/77 the Club won the District Trophy for 
best attendance for the fourth time. This competition has since lapsed, and attendance 
records are no longer returned. 
 
As I come to the end of my period of interest you see the the 21st Anniversary Dinner, again 
a Ladies Night and this time held in the Killyhevlin Hotel. 
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These were the Officers for 1975/76 – some whom you may know. 
This is the current list of Past Presidents, the longest serving past president you will see in 
1981-82 is a Mr John Fawcett – still a very regular attender of Club meetings (pre-covid) 
 
This is John Fawcett – a very 
smart fellow in a trendy blazer 
and slacks.  
This was at the presentation 
of a scroll by Ballina Rotary 
Club to the Cecil Whaley their 
extension officer.  
Names : Munshin Mack, John 
Allen, Cecil Whaley (Jun), Sean 
Gilmartin, Ian Clarke (Pres) 
George Hurst, M Murphy, 
John Fawcett and Noble 
Connor Johnston. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
       
 
This was the longest surviving Founder Member :  
     Crawford Little who died in 2015.  
 
        He was president in 1968-69.  
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This information is curtesy of the scrap books and photo albums and other memorabilia 
prepared and preserved by dedicated officers over the years.  
 
The ones that I am aware of are:  Richard Bennett, Bob Baird and David Hamill.  
 
I wish Pres Elect Heather well as she proposes having a member tasked with preserving club 
records and archives during her year in office. 
 
 
 
 
The Weekly Newsletter published by 
President Sembs over the past year has 
been a tremendous undertaking, 
professionally presented and containing so 
much valuable information. Unfortunately, 
given the work involved, it is an initiative 
that few others could sustain.  
 
In late 70’s – early 90’s there was a 
quarterly Bulletin produced and although 
it was generally contained only 6 -8 pages 
the contents were valuable for 
information. 
In this presentation I have covered the 
beginnings of the Club and its first 21 
years of existence.  
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Hopefully, later in the year, I would intend to research the period 1976 to 2000 so would 
appeal to members for any information they may have to help the cause.  
 
If you have any cuttings, photographs, or other memorabilia I would be happy to borrow 
them so that they can be copied and then return them to you. 
 
It would also appear that early minute books belonging to the Club are not to be found. If 
anyone can shed any light on their whereabouts I would be pleased to hear. 
 
Henry Robinson 
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Sean Gilmartin Memorial Trophy  
 

Neil Jardine was the winner of the Sean Gilmartin Trophy for the 
Member who contributed most to the Club 2019-2020. 

 
A very deserving winner and Rotarian of the Year 
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A Remembrance By Bob Baird 
 

The Death Penny 
 
One of the first things I noticed in 1949 while on my summer holidays at my 
Grandfather’s house in Limavady was this copper disc hanging on the wall. 
 
The legend on it bore the name Thomas Baird.  I knew that I had seen this before and 
wondered what it was doing on the wall here?  The other one had been on the wall 
of my other Grandfather’s house back in Liverpool and when I returned from holiday, 
I immediately went to look at it just to check that it was the same.  This one bore the 
legend, Samuel Montgomery so I asked my grandfather who this was, but he 
wouldn’t tell me. 
 
The riddle remained unanswered until both of my grandfathers had passed on and it 
wasn’t until 1997 before it progressed towards an explanation.   
 
That year, I took my youngest daughter to Picardy. In part a well-earned holiday at 
the conclusion of that year’s studies but also an educational experience to enable her 
to learn more about the soldier poets from the first world war. 
 
I was fortunate in my friendship with Natasha Dane, a historical researcher at the 
Inniskillen museum in the castle, she helped me go through the Irish WW1 records 
where I was able to identify my two great uncles as  Samuel Montgomery ,the 
brother of my maternal grandfather, and Thomas Baird, the brother of my paternal 
grandfather.   
 
Within the family, neither of these were ever talked about.   Both had been killed in 
action on the first day of the Battle of the Somme. They had both been in ‘C’ 
Company in the 10th battalion of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers otherwise known as 
‘the Derrys’. 
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Sam’s body was never found, and he is only remembered on the war memorial at 
Thiepval. Thomas was also posted as missing on the day of the battle but he turned 
up 17 years later when the Commonwealth War Grave Commission reinterred all of 
those who were buried on the day of the battle.  Ironically, Thomas had been 
originally buried under the wrong name and his mother was only informed of his 
death in 1934. He is now buried in the Connaught Military cemetery in Thiepval.  
 
See attached photograph. Photo Credit with thanks is to Doreen Mullan, Secretary of 
the Lisbellaw WW1 Society. 
 
The interesting thing is that when they died, they were not related but after their 
deaths one of them would have a nephew and the other one, a niece. And that was 
my Mum and Dad. 
 
Bob Baird lives in Fivemiletown, he is a member of Enniskillen Rotary Club, A Paul 
Harris Fellow, he is also the Chair of the Fermanagh Writers Association. 
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COVID-19 Update 
 

The Challenges Ahead 

As the Government moves into the next phase of its response to the virus, it is important to 

be clear about the challenges that the UK, in common with other countries around the world, 

is now facing. 

1. This is not a short-term crisis. It is likely that COVID-19 will circulate in the human 

population long-term, possibly causing periodic epidemics. In the near future, large 

epidemic waves cannot be excluded without continuing some measures. 

 

2. In the near term, we cannot afford to make drastic changes. To successfully keep R 

below 1, we have little room for manoeuvre. SAGE modelling suggests that either fully 

opening schools or relaxing all social distancing measures now, will lead to a resurgence 

of the virus and a second wave that could be larger than the first. In a population where 

most people are lacking immunity, the epidemic would double in size every few days if no 

control measures were in place. 

 

 

3. There is no easy or quick solution. Only the development of a vaccine or effective drugs 

can reliably control this epidemic and reduce mortality without some form of social 

distancing or contact tracing in place. In the medium-term, allowing the virus to spread in 

an uncontrolled manner until natural population-level immunity is achieved would put the 

NHS under enormous pressure. At no point has this been part of the Government’s 

strategy. If vaccines can be developed they have the potential to stop the disease 

spreading; treatments would be less likely to stop the spread but could make the virus 

less dangerous. 

 

 

 
 



 
          Club of Enniskillen 

 

4. The country must get the number of new cases down. Holding R below 1 will reduce 

the number of new cases down to a level that allows for the effective tracing of new 

cases; this in turn, will enable the total number of daily transmissions to be held at a low 

level. 

 

5. The world’s scientific understanding of the virus is still developing rapidly. We are 

still learning about who is at greatest personal risk and how the virus is spread. It is not 

possible to know with precision the relative efficacy of specific shielding and suppression 

measures; nor how many people in the population are or have been infected 

asymptomatically. 

 

 

6. The virus’ spread is difficult to detect. Some people carry the disease 

asymptomatically, which may mean that they can spread the virus without knowing that 

they are infectious. Those who do develop symptoms often do not show signs of being 

infected for around five days; a significant proportion of infections take place in this time, 

particularly in the two days before symptoms start. Even those who are not at risk of 

significant harm themselves may pose a real risk of inadvertently infecting others. This is 

why a significant part of the next phase of the Government’s response will be to improve 

its monitoring of and response to new infections. 

 

7. The Government must prepare for the challenges that the winter flu season will 

bring. This will have wide-ranging effects, from impeding any efforts to trace the virus 

(because so many people without COVID-19 are likely to have symptoms that resemble 

COVID-19), to increasing the demand for hospital beds. 

 

 

8. The plan depends on continued widespread compliance. So far people have adhered 

to the measures well, as depicted in Figure 5 below. However, to avoid R tipping above 1 

and the epidemic increasing in an uncontrolled manner, very high continued levels of 

compliance are essential. The risk is an unbalanced one; if the UK tips back into an 

exponential increase in the spread of the infection, it could quickly get out of control. 
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Phase two: Smarter Controls 

Throughout this phase, people will need to minimise the spread of the disease through 

continuing good hygiene practices: hand washing, social distancing and regular disinfecting 

of surfaces touched by others. These will be in place for some time. 

The number of social contacts people make each day must continue to be limited, the 

exposure of vulnerable groups must continue to be reduced from normal levels, and 

symptomatic and diagnosed individuals will still need to isolate. Over time, social contact will 

be made less infectious by: 

• making such contact safer (including by redesigning public and work spaces, and those 

with symptoms self-isolating) to reduce the chance of infection per contact; 

 

• reducing infected people’s social contact by using testing, tracing and monitoring of 

the infection to better focus restrictions according to risk; and 

 

 

• stopping hotspots developing by detecting infection outbreaks at a more localised level 

and rapidly intervening with targeted measures. In the near term, the degree of social 

contact within the population continues to serve as a proxy for the transmission of the 

virus; the fewer contacts, the lower the risk. 

Developing smarter social distancing measures will mean the Government needs to balance 

increasing contacts as it relaxes the most disruptive measures with introducing new 

measures to manage risk, for example by tightening other measures. The more contacts in 

one area - for example, if too many people return to physical workplaces - the fewer are 

possible elsewhere - for example, not as many children can return to school. The lower the 

level of infection at each point in time, the more social contact will be possible. 
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Monday 6th July  
Lockdown Easing Lockdown 

 

Distancing and households 

A new “1-metre-plus” concept has been introduced. This means it is now 

possible to be 1 metre away from someone outside your household instead of 2 

metres, so long as there is another mitigating factor in place, such as a screen or 

face-covering, or hand-washing facilities. The changes also allow one household 

of up to six people to spend time with another household indoors, including 

staying the night, but they should remain physically distant. 

Pubs and restaurants 

Pubs and restaurants in England can reopen both outdoors and indoors in what 

the government calls a “covid-secure way” with more hand-washing, ventilation 

and table service indoors, rather than customers standing at a shared bar. People 

may be asked to give their names but pub landlords will not check the exact 

makeup of an individual household that comes into the venue or request to see 

identification. They will not be asked to wear face-coverings. A household will be 

able to meet with one other household at a time in a pub or restaurant, then 

choose another household on another occasion. Nightclubs will not yet be 

reopening, nor will casinos, and the government has said there will be taskforces 

to ensure more businesses can  open as quickly as possible. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/pubs
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Accommodation 

Hotels, bed and breakfasts, holiday homes and campsites and caravan parks and 

boarding houses will be able to reopen. Campsites will be given guidance on how 

to be “covid-secure” in shared areas such as shower, toilet and washing-up 

facilities. Work remains to be done on how hostels, where there are shared 

sleeping spaces, can reopen safely and they will not be ready for 4 July. 

 

Public transport 

Instead of keeping a distance of 2 metres from other passengers, it will be 

possible to travel 1 metre apart so long as another mitigating factor is in place, 

such as a face-coverings which are mandatory. This will help more people get on 

to trains, buses and trams. 
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Theatres, Museums, Galleries and Concerts 

They will be able to reopen but not for live performances, as the government say 

they want to protect the health of performers. They could show previous work on 

a screen. Cafes, bars and restaurants associated with the venue would be able to 

reopen, however. Museums and galleries can also reopen. Concerts and outdoor 

music festivals will not be permitted as mass gatherings are still banned. 

 

Exercise 

Gyms, indoor studios, indoor sports facilities, swimming pools and water parks 

will not be reopening yet but outdoor gyms in parks – many of which have been 

taped up by councils since March – will be. Popular events such as park runs, and 

large running groups, are not due to make a comeback just yet as they are 

classed as a mass gathering. The reason gym-like venues are remaining closed 

for now is the level of breathing involved, which is a risk factor in the virus’ 

spread. 
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Places of worship 

These have been open for private prayer since 13 June but the changes mean 

more of the congregation can attend so long as the building’s staff follow 

guidance on how to control the virus. Singing will be banned, so there could be a 

Sunday church service but held without the hymns. 

 

Weddings 

Weddings can be held as places of worship reopen. However, after the service 

the couple will only be able to go to a hospitality venue with one other household 

– making any celebration small-scale and forcing couples to chose between 

different sides of a family. At the moment, the maximum number of people from 

one household that can mix with another household in an indoor venue is six. 
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Beauty 

Hairdressers and barbers can open and have been booking in clients for a 

number of weeks anticipating the change. Nail bars, massage and tattoo parlours 

will not be reopening because of concerns about the risk of transmission. 

However, the government says it hopes to get them reopened within weeks and 

that they are working closely with the sector on how this could be possible. 

 

 

Entertainment 

Funfairs, theme parks, adventure parks, amusement arcades, model villages, 

aquariums, wildlife centres, zoos and safari parks can all reopen on 4 July, which 

will give families far more scope for days out. However, bowling alleys, indoor 

skating, indoor play areas including soft play will not be reopening for now. 
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TAKE ACTION 

• We are in extraordinary times and the health of our members is of paramount 

importance so please wash your hands and stay safe. 

• The Annual Subs are due - £150.00 to members 

• Next week’s meeting is on Monday 6th July and it is a handover meeting where 
President Elect Heather and her team will be taking their, “Incoming Officer’s 
Oaths” 

• President Sembs will be carrying out his last speech – his farewell speech – tissues 
at the ready 

 

Joining instructions below: 
Please confirm attendance 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89250820633?pwd=QU44bnFnSUk5cTdsK21ZQnZFVXI0UT09 

Meeting ID: 892 5082 0633  

Password: 533556  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89250820633?pwd=QU44bnFnSUk5cTdsK21ZQnZFVXI0UT09

